Complement activation following oxidative stress.
It is clear that complement plays an important role in the inflammatory process following oxidative stress in cellular and animal models. Clinical trials underway with novel complement inhibitors will establish the potential therapeutic benefit of complement inhibition in human disease. For as much as we understand about the role of complement in disease states, many questions remain. How is complement activated on endothelial cells following oxidative stress? What is the ligand for MBL on endothelial cells following oxidative stress? Will inhibition of MBL provide tissue protection to the extent observed with other complement inhibitors such as sCR1 or anti-C5 mAbs? These questions and more will undoubtedly be answered in the next millennium.